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IRAGEDY AT TUAPLKA WEST
FARMER AND HIS WII'L SHOT

LAWRENCE, August 4.
The residents of Tuapcka West were
thrown into o state of commotion and ex-
citement on Thursday might, when it was
raported that a domestic tragedy bhad oc-
cirred 1n their midst, and thut Mr and Mrs

Colchan had been found lying dead on the
kichen licor by an zmplovee who had just
returned from his work on the farm.

The Colehans were comparatively rooent
settlers 1n the district, heving about o year

arrry 1ch allam Fliate cossmasiin moae o East 111 ”‘l.n.



180, Just atler their marnage, taken up tho
larn previously occupied by Messrs Gold-
smith Bros,  So fur as those acquainted
with the voung couple could judge, they
lived happily together, and the reason that
L‘Jdl to =0 sad an ending of their hives will,
it 15 to bo feared, reman a mystery.,

It 18 known, however, that Mr Colehan
l_mnl been drinking heavily of late, and that
15 thought to be the cause of the action.

The particulars so far as can at present
bo ascertained are mearre. It 15 known,
however, that the deed must have hap-
pened shorbtly after O o'clock, for a Mrs
Johnston, housckeeper for Mr Slanton, a
neighbouring f::.rfnur, had  been Eﬂ‘it]‘l Mrs
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Colchan during the afternoon, and only left
for liome about § p.m. During her presence
m the house Mr Colehan was in the front
room, reading & newspaper, while she and
Mrs Colehan were in the kitehen,

At about 530 John Cowie amnd Patrick

Fahey returned from their work on the
farm, and the former entered the kitchen
for the purpose of geltinz a fowel fo have

1. wash.

Immoediately on opening the door he saw
t-]m- iwo bodies lying on the foor, and, see-
g o considerable quaniity of blood, he

concluded that something serions lad oc
currad, and called his companion,



An examination showed that both were
dend.  Mrs Colchan had o wound 1n the
right temnie, and her husband 2 wound in

the laft lemple. The body of Colahan was
overlyine ’rh*lt of his mtﬂ, whose head was
resting upon the zofa, and it 1 conjectured
that alfter sheoting his wife Colehan had

stood over her body and then turned the
pnea rifle on himselt,

The lata My Colehan, who was 30 vears

of aze, was a son of Mrs Colehan, recently
hotelliceper at Waitat:, and his wife, wha

was 25 vears of age, was oniginaliy a Miss
Fatanie, of Invercarell,

Mha aaranor’a mrvy ratnmmiad 1 vardiad S



LI LEILAICLE DY _!”.l-__:r' TOLGWLLIEML i YEeEIUWUICE 100
tha casee of Agnes Colehan that sha met
hor death from a riflo shot inflicted by her
husband when he was apparently in a state
af unsound mind: and in the csgo of Thomas
Colchan that he met his death by a riflo
shot self- inflicted when ho was apparemtly
in a state of unsound mind.

- w o E——— e EE R CEE

WOLIT'S EEII“I*‘LPPE 15 a stimulank
that will brace you up and stand by yow
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