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Ladbrooks named

A district name is the
only remaining  Joval
evidence of one of
Canterbury’s early {arm-

ing families. _
William Ladbrook and his

brothér EFGved Tn- New Zea-
Jand from Engiand in 1542

©and began bhusiness in Wel-

linglon. Afler fire destroyed
their premises they went 1o
Sydney. Here .William con-

-tracted a fever which was 10
Rermancmty

aifect his
ealth and cavsed his return

 to Auckiand.

Five years later, in }853,
William, by then marricd
with three chitdren. moved
from Day's Bay, Wellingion,
1o Canterbury, and after a
period at Addingron he pur-
chased his first 30 acres for
150, .

Located " pear  “Prehhle
Farm™, the land was dos.
cribed as cow pasiure. This
prebably  accounts for  the
famiiy's address ueing “Cow
Pusture Farm®,

William - Ladbrook  built
his first home  of {our
ropms, one being used as a
dairy. The land was ex-
tremely fertile and bhounded
h the east by a swamp
schich extended to the Port
Hiils.

To break in the property

he boupght 2 team of four,
bullocks and a plough, hui

as this was loo difficult for
one man 1o handie, his wile
called . 1o take  the
plough while Ladbrook con-
trolled the bullocks, ’

Mough chanmipion

Their 1wo eldest  sons,
William Charles holdiog the
plough and George driving
ullucks, took over the
team work alL an early ape.
‘Their hands became scarred
trom the labours, but the ex-

perienee brought them imo
championship — cass | when
latet  they competed, with

their horse teams, al plough-
ing maiches in Canterbury
and Scuthland.

Using ploughs  built by
James Blyth, the Prebbleion
blacksmith, the yvounger Wil-
linm was often  champion

- with George in second place.

Their younger brother,
Henry "Alfred, was genjor
;:h%nplon at  Ksaiapoi in

“Because of iliness, Wiiliam
Ladbrook was advised by

(By W. ). HARRIS)

doctors Lo return to Eng-
land, having made a sim)lar
;'é’?:ge for his health "in

In JBGH his

farm
Jeased and a

clearing sale

" bheld, The 40 head of cattle

suld included 12 milkers and
among the plant was a com-
bined mowing and reaping
machine built by A. Samuel-
Sut

* As the family could not
obiain a direct ship to Eng-
land they wenl tu Sydney,
where they camped = unfil
they sould secure a passage
in the Vernon, a converted
frigate. -The three-month
vovage to England included
17 perilous davs smong ice
floes near Cape Horn.

Returned to N.7.

Ladbrook  soon faund he
ad no time for the ©OId
Country and after 11 months
returied (o New Zealand, He
dicd in 1873, aped 55, and
his will has been retained
by the Justice Department,
William  Wilson, a nouted
Christchurch nurseryman,
was a trusiee and Thomas 1.
Joynt, solicitor, 8 witness.

Belure Ladbrouk’s Jast de-
parture for England a codicil
was added to his will pro-
viding for the event of all

- the family being lost at sea,

in which' case the esiate
would pass to a relative in
Emglnmf '

A sketch plan showed how
the farm was divided be-
Iween his five sony — Wil-
liam Charles, Georpe, Henry
Alfred. James and John,

Williamm  1took  over the
farming of the land as one
unit then sold out with an

. extensive .clearing sale con-

thucted by H. - Bennewtrs and
Cu. und moved te Charlion,

-near Gore. i 1881, He bad

been active in community
alfuirs. then centred on Line
ok, \\']ll'f(' |Il.' WHS @ v
ber of the Road Board, the
Agricullural Club Commitlee
and the Cricket Ciub.

Géurge and  Henry  also
seitied in Southlund, Jehn
wits  drowned, and  James
kilied in a sawmill luocomo-
tive accident. Their only sis-
ter, Selina, married Thomas
11, Bates, & Minister of the
Church of Christ in which
succeeding  generations  of
the Ladbrook family have
held prominent positions.

Before moving - south
Georpe. in partnership with

was

afterits first famil

.

“ilor

throughout the South Isiand.

Herbert I:.tﬁgford, had estab.

lished & . successfu]l miik
round in Chrisichurch. :But
in  about 1805 Langford
joined his brother, Walter,
in an undertakers” business
which later included John
Rhind, who took over the
Hrm. .

The Ladbrook family he-
cumwe well  established  in
southland  farming - circles
and William Charles, who
had been a successful exhib-
of bacon, hams and
Brahma poultry, became rec-
vgnised as A keen breeder of
Roumney sheep.

His son, William G., born
a1 Ladbrooks, was taken into
partnership to be one of
Southlands hest-known stud
sheep brecders. He also com-
peied as - a  ploughman

v 1657 George won the
champivnship cup and sifver
medal at the Waimea Pliins

loughing  meeting. This
wadsome medal, given by
H.:S. Valentine, is now held
by & grandson who atiended
the Ladbrooks School. Ex’l&'t‘

8L Panl's

William Charles and
Geurge had some education
at a school on the site of”
the: Christchurch  Hospital.
Henry attended St Paul's,
Papanui, on 8 Government
scholarship.

William  Charles's  older
children began  their. school-
ing at Lincoln. Then in 1889
a school was apencd atl Lad-
brooks with Mrs Christina
Prebhle as teacher.

The new  school © serviedd
rarts . from  each of 1he
neighbouring  Halswell, fai
Tapu, Lincoln and Pre:
bbleton school districts. Karl
Kiprenberger, . in  charge
from 1802 10 18006, was one
of the best-known teachers,
nnd his son, Huward (later
Sir Howaurd), wo npe of 1he
schoels most widely known
pupiis. R

A nrad 1o identifv the dis-
trict came with the forma-
tien of the rajlway. The
name was  probably first -
used in A progress report
which recorded that work
had reached “lLadbrogke's”.
It wes then spelt with an
“e”, 85 was the rajlway sia-
tion,,12 miles from Christ-
church. '

The first portion of the
“Racecourse and  Ellesmere

Railway” (via Lincoln) was .«

opcned on  April 26, 187
and the section to Sout
bridge opened three mont)
later.

Although family traditic
says the station was built |
their back yard, i is al;
claimed that the site w
uwned by Daniel Day,
brother of  Wiliiam La
bruok's  wife, Eliza, wl
probably purchased a sma
aren trom Ladbrook  befo
moving to Springston o b
come one of that disirier
first sevtiors.

Thumas
furining  at
JUUG.  Soon

Foster bregi
Ludbrooks
afferwards 1
ploughed up what was b
beved to be the floor o
William Ladbronk’s ariging

- home. about 200 yards ea:

of the railway statio
Boulders had been cemente
together with a mixture ¢

‘clay and cow dung.

Tihe only other evidence ¢
habitation was a. vigorou
growth of fat hen whicl
mMrs  Flizabeth Banwell
counted Lo James  Foste
was used as a vegetable i
the Ladbrook's time.

She  also  remembere

Maorlsrcamped at an eel
‘site on the properiy. T
Wils an a narrow  picce
high ground projecting in
the swamp near where

facts and oven siones hi
been Twund.
Charles Banwell, an ¢

ployee of the Ladbroo
was in charge of the fa
ilv's purtabie steam  thres
ing piant, Wheit, oats, Dy
lev and linsecd werg wron
and W. C. Ladbrook repo
ed  his' results  frem i
fiux to 1the Corn Exchongpn

In 178, 30 acres yield
23 bushels of feed per ac

Cbhut the straw was burnt |

cituse  there were no o o
processing facilities,

Al the corner of Sprin

and  Robinson's  Roads
cairn tommenorates 1
world ploughing champic

ship held nearby in 1907, .
inscription reads “Let pea
cultivate the fields.” Cha;
pions frem many  countri
met there on fields where |
ailing farmer, his wife a
two  smill  boys  strogpl
with their bullocks to tu
the first furrows. Ladbroo
district, by name, hanou
veell, its first family,

i
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